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A gentle climb up to the ancient Shaftesbury to Salisbury
Drove via rolling chalk downland with wide-ranging views.
A return via a river valley walk along ancient water meadows

Classic Chalke Valley Circular

Circular walk from Broad Chalke

by the River Ebble. A good morning or afternoon walk. via an ancient Drove, Fifield Bavant
and the sparkling River Ebble

Start Point: Broad Chalke (map shows route from the church car park).
W3W: rips.samplers.inventors | Grid Ref: SU 0406 2539.

Parking: All Saints Church, Broad Chalke (subject to services).

Terrain: Easy going with wide open paths and tracks, with one incline.
There are some short sections of narrow paths. Some uneven sections
along the River Ebble valley.

Length: Approximately 7.0 miles / 11.2km.
Approximate time: 3 hours.
ﬁ Dogs: Must be on leads for most of the route.

Good to know: Bus route 29 runs between Salisbury and Shaftesbury
stopping at Broad Chalke.

Refreshments: The Queens Head and Chalke Valley Stores in Broad Chalke.
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The information is only i as a general guide. Please check local arrangements.

Share your pictures with us on social media
#chaseandchalke #cranbornechaseaonb

Created by the Chase & Chalke Landscape Partnership Scheme
cranbornechase.org.uk

Respect everyone
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Directions

@ On leaving the car park, turn left and walk into the village
centre. Turn left on meeting the Queen’s Head and follow the
road round to the right. Where the road turns left, carry straight
on up the lane to Chalk Pyt Farm.

@ Once into the farm, turn left at the bridleway sign past farm
buildings on your left. After the last large barn on your right,
bear right on a well-signed path between two hedges.

© When the hedges end keep straight ahead beside the fence
on your right. On reaching the tarmac hardstanding which
forms the turning space at the top of the Gurston Down Speed
Hill Climb race track, bear slightly to the right, but to the left of
the barn, onto the concrete surface of the signposted public
bridleway. After 75 metres, the surface changes to stone.

@ Keep straight ahead along the bridleway to reach a metal
gate that gives access onto the Old Shaftesbury Drove.

e Turn left along the drove. After approximately 800 metres
cross the road (beware of traffic) and continue along the drove
for another 650 metres, passing the Fovant Hut (once a drovers’
rest stop but now a private house) along the way until a track
forks away to the left.

o After about 50 metres, the track reaches a gate, where
waymarks point to a bridleway directly across the field and a
restricted byway that bears to the left, past a narrow belt of
trees on the left and along a grass track across the fields.

€) Continue along the byway, following the track for about
1.6km as it descends gently to reach the road at a gate beside
which is a gap. Turn left along the road, to reach a sharp bend
at Manor Farm in the hamlet of Fifield Bavant.
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© Atthe bend, you can head straight on into the farmyard
and on to visit the 13th Century St Martin’s Church.

© To continue on the walk, retrace your steps out of the
farmyard and before you reach the road, go through the small
wooden gate on your left and head half right down the hill to a
small wooden bridge over the Ebble.

@ Cross the field to the raised bank ahead and turn left to
continue walking along the valley where you may be fortunate
to see a heron fishing in the river, passing through two gates to
reach a lane at Little London. Continue straight ahead along the
lane then just after a passing place on the right, turn left onto
the signposted public footpath through a metal gate.

@ Head down the slope to a gate and footbridge. Follow the
fenced and hedged path beside the garden of a bungalow,
turning right where a path to the left leads uphill to the

road, and continue to and along a tarmac driveway, with the
watercress beds to your right.

@ Atthe road, go straight ahead through a gate at Knapp
Farmhouse. Pass the house and keep to the right along the
footpath to go through a gate. Follow

the path to a second gate then
across the field, beside the river,
then through another gate.

@ Follow the path ahead,
bearing left to continue
between gardens and
then straight ahead

along a stone road to
return to Broad Chalke.
Turn right onto the main
village road to return to
the church.



